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Residential Recycling Newsletter
St. Louis City

What Can We Recycle?
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As we continue to make recycling more convenient for our City’s residents,

we hope to see people recycling who have never recycled before and for people who

already recycle to recycle even more.  To be sure our recyclables are valuable to

manufacturers, it’s important that we all place the proper materials into the recycling

containers.  Our most comprehensive and up-to-date list of what materials are accepted is posted on our

website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/materialsaccepted.cfm.

Materials Accepted Include:
Aluminum - bottles, cans, foil, food trays, pie plates

Aseptic - boxes, packs, pouches (e.g., that contained juice, soy milk, broth, stock)

Gable Top - cartons (e.g., that contained juice, milk, dry goods)

Glass - bottles and jars (only brown, clear, and green)

Plastic - containers marked with a # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 7 (e.g., containers that held bever-

ages, food, body care products, household products, other non-hazardous products)

Steel - bottles and cans (e.g., that contained food, drinks, aerosols)

Papers - catalogs, magazines, mixed paper, newspaper (e.g., mail, stationery, packing paper, gift wrap,

copier paper, glossy paper, advertising flyers, paper inserts, telephone books, paperback books)

Cardboard - boxes and brown (Kraft) paper bags (e.g., boxes that contained beer, dry foods, paper

supplies, shoes, soda)  PLEASE FLATTEN CARDBOARD

Items NOT Accepted In Our Recycling Containers

Items not accepted in our City’s blue recycling dumpsters and rollcarts may be accepted in other

reuse/recycling collection programs.  Details about these other collection programs are available on our

website at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/RRR.cfm.

x x x x x No fiber canisters with metal rings (e.g., that held nuts)

x x x x x No containers that held hazardous materials

x x x x x No wax-, plastic-, or foil- coated or -lined materials

x x x x x No non-container plastics (e.g., hangers, toys)

x x x x x No non-container metals (e.g., scrap metal, hangers)

x x x x x No ceramics, dishware, light bulbs, mirrors, Pyrex, window glass

x x x x x No binders, binder clips, decorations (e.g., bows, ribbons, string, twine), rubberbands

x x x x x No paper egg cartons; facial, sanitary, or toilet tissue; hardback books; carbon paper, construction

paper, tissue paper.

x x x x x No plastic bags

x x x x x No plastic wrap or plastic film

x x x x x No black, blue, red, or white glass

x x x x x No plastic #6 / Styrofoam / polystyrene

If you like to brew one cup of coffee at a time, but don’t want to use non-

recyclable, single-serve coffee pods, use a tea ball to make individual cups of

your favorite coffee.  Simply fill the tea ball with your favorite coffee and steep in

hot water to desired strength.

Although individual tea bags often come in a recyclable box and tea bags

themselves can be composted, using a tea ball can reduce the need for both the

bags and the box.  When purchasing loose tea, avoid buying excess packaging

by bringing your own reusable container for transportation and storage.  Use the

tea ball to steep tea as normal.

Reduce Your Waste - Use A Tea Ball

Answer: 1. paper  2. pulp  3. water  4. energy  5. recyclable  6. resource  7. oxygen  8. carbon  9. dioxide  10. post  11. consumer

12. habitat  13. shade
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To Subscribe, e-mail recycle@stlouiscity.com

 A City of St. Louis Refuse Division - Recycling Program Publication

Archived Issues
Blue Bin News is distributed in electronic format to conserve natural resources and minimize costs.

Previous issues are archived at

www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/blue-bin-news.cfm.

Reader Submissions Welcome
Share your waste management-related questions, activities, “how to” tips, calendar items, etc.

by e-mailing Blue Bin News at recycle@stlouiscity.com.
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Arbor Day Word Search

Are you interested in learning how you can turn your yard and food waste into black gold by

composting at home?  Would you like to find out how native plants can save you time, money, and

reduce your household hazardous waste?  If so, join us this Spring at Nottingham or Bevo-Long Com-

munity Education Centers (CECs).  The Refuse Division is offering free, 50-minute classes covering

the basics of home composting, as well as landscaping and gardening with native

plants.  The Spring schedule is listed below.  To sign up, contact the CEC where the

class you’d like to attend is being held.

Home Composting Class Schedule (6:00 p.m. - 6:50 p.m.)

- Wednesday, May 11, 2011 (Bevo-Long CEC)

- Thursday, May 19, 2011 (Nottingham CEC)

Landscaping and Gardening with Native Plants Class Schedule (7:00 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.)

- Wednesday, May 11, 2011 (Bevo-Long CEC)

- Thursday, May 19, 2011 (Nottingham CEC)

Nottingham CAJT High CEC, 4915 Donovan Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63109; Phone 314.352.1163

Bevo-Long CEC, 5028 Morganford Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63116; Phone 314.353.1034

If you’re unable to attend the classes, or if you want to learn more on-line, visit our website for

information and resources about composting (http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/

refuse/recycle/composting.cfm) and native plants (http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/

refuse/recycle/nativeplants.cfm).  For classes available through other organizations, visit our calendar

of events webpage at http://stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/refuse/recycle/Calendar.cfm.

Spring Composting and Gardening

In Honor of Arbor Day
Rethink Your Paper Use

REDUCE
- Buy in bulk (for less packaging)

- Purchase reusable products in-

stead of disposables (e.g., cups,

plates, napkins)

- Store documents electronically

REUSE
- Print on both sides of paper

- Swap books with family/friends or borrow them

from the library

RECYCLE
- Place paper in your community recycling bin (http:/

/stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/street/

refuse/recycle/residents.cfm)

BUY RECYCLED
- While shopping, look for products made from or

packaged in the highest percentage of post-con-

sumer recycled paper available (e.g., facial tissue,

toilet tissue, food packaging).
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Find 13 words associated with trees and paper

recycling.  See page 1 for answers.


